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If he is the man of culture writing poetry, rather
than the poet, he is frankly, and withal modestly,
conscious of the fact, as the following lines from the
prologue to the "Example of Virtue" show. He is
a disciple who gives fullest reverence to his masters:

O prudent Gower! in language pure
Without corruption, most facundious!

O noble Chaucer ! ever most sure
Of fruitful "sentence right delicious!

O virtuous Lydgate! much sententious !
Unto you all, I do me excuse.

Though I your cunning now do use.

Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worcester (1485-1555),
among the many good stories with which he gar-
nishes his sermons, has a story relating to the Sins.
It was told to bring ridicule on the Romish clergy,
and no doubt served its purpose well. "I will tell
you now," said Latimer, "a pretty story of a friar to
refresh you withal A limitor of the gray friars in
the time of his limitation preached many times, and
had but one sermon at all times, which sermon was of
the ten commandments. And because this friar had
preached this sermon so often, one that heard it before
told the friar's servant that his master was called Friar
John Ten Commandments; whereupon the servant
showed the friar his master thereof, and advised him
to preach of some other matters, for it grieved the
servant to hear his master derided. Now the friar
made answer saying, "Belike then thou knowest all
the ten commandments well, seeing thou hast heard
them so many times.' c Yea,' said the servant CI war-